
Minutes of the regular meeting of the Rush City Planning Commission held Tuesday, July 

13, 2021 in the City Hall Council Chambers at 5:30 p.m. 

Chairman Dahlberg called the meeting to order with the following members present: Donnie 

Peterman, Jon Bigelow, Joey Folkema, Sue Griffin, Gene Bengtson; Chairperson Debbie Dahlberg. 

Absent: Nancy Schroeder. 

Also present: Mayor Dan Dahlberg, Councilor Frank Storm, and remotely was John 

Anderson from Municipal Development Group.  

Additions to agenda: None. 

Motion by Bigelow, second by Folkema: To approve the agenda as written. MC 

Motion by Griffin, second by Bigelow: To approve the minutes of the June 13, 2021 meeting. 

MC 

  

Administrator Mell informed the Commission about the items that needed to be discussed. 

Ordinance 1005.01, Subd 5-Fences and 1005.01, Subd. 8-Residential Pools and Spas. There are 

many pools that are showing up in town and our Ordinance, as written, is in need of clarification 

regarding fencing requirements. There is a question on measuring for surface area. 

City Planning Consultant John Anderson of Municipal Development Group gave some ideas 

of what other cities require regarding pools and fencing around pools. The state building code 

requires a building permit if the pool has a capacity of 5,000 gallons and is 24 inches tall or larger.  

There is no state building code requiring fences. Rush City’s code requires a fence if the pool has a 

surface area exceeding 200 square feet. There is confusion on surface area, weather to measure from 

the outside of the pool or inside of the pool. Some cities require a locking ladder or removal of the 

ladder when not in use. 

Councilor Storm gave input on some research he has conducted and said that most cities 

require fencing around pools. John Anderson agreed that most cities require fencing. 

John Anderson was directed to prepare a draft ordinance for the next meeting. 

Motion by Bigelow, second by Folkema: To call for a public hearing on August 2, 2021 at 

5:30 pm to review an ordinance amendment regarding pools and fencing requirements. MC 

Motion by Peterman, second by Griffin: To adjourn meeting at 6:19 p.m. MC 

 

 

/s/ Amy Jo Mell 

Administrator 

 


